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Some Short and Plain 


CONSIDERATIONS 


To convince Men of the Danger of Separating ſrom the Communi- 


on of their Pariſh Churches, Tc, 


A $ I take it to be the Duty of all the Miniſters of our excellent 

Church to remind their reſpeRtive Flocks, how much it con. 
eerns them to live in a ſtrict and conſtant adherence to its Com - 
munion, as the ſafeſt courſe they can take for the everlaſting Sal- 
vation of their Souls 3 and how dangerous their Condition is, that ſe» 
parate jrom it; and as | have now a particular Occaſion offer'd me of 


delivering my Thoughts upon that Subject; ſo [ conceive, this may 


be done with ſome advantage of clearneſs and perſpicuity in the fol: 


| lowing Method. 


That We may be ordinarily Saved according to the Rule of Gad's 
reveal'd Will, we muſt be Members of Chriſt's Church; that we may 


be Members of Chrilt's Church, we mult be Partakers of the Sacra- 


ments which he has Inſtiruted to Initiate and Confirm us therein, by 
making them ihe Stated and ordinary Mears of conveying to us his 
Divine Grace; that We may partake of the Sacraments, they muſt be 
Acminiſtred by Perſons du'y Cemmiſſioned 5 Lally, chat theſe pet 


ſons may be duly Commiſſioned, they muſt be Ordain'd by ſuch as 
derive this Authority in & continued and uvinterrupted Succeſſion 


from the Apoſtles, as they had theirs from our Saviour, Jobs 20. x1. 
For ſince he has appointed an Order of Men in his Church to ba 
contiancd to the End ot cha World ſor the Adminiſtration ol his Holy 


Word 


Word and Sacraments, as appears from St. Math, 28. 20. Its requi- 
fire, they ſhould have his Divine Commiſſion for'r, to empower Them 
to tranſact the Affairs of his ſpiritual Kingdom, and apply the Seals. 
| of the Naw Covenant in his Name: And thereiore they are call d in 
| Scripture, Ambaſſaders for Chriſt, Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
| Overſeers and Paſtors ot his Flock, &c And all their Adminiſtrations 
are perform'd in his Name, which neceſſirily imply's a delegated Po» 
wer der vαν t e O hννʒÿ tom its divine Author, For it is allow'd 
in allother Caſes, chat no Commiſſica can be Valid, but what is de- 


rived from ſuch as have an Authority to Grant itz as may be Excme. 


plify'd in the Tai of a General, a Judge, a Juſtice of Peace, & And 
it's no leis evicenr, that this couſd not be handed down to 'em thro 
al] Ages, any orher ways than by a continued Succeſſion trom the A- 
poſtles ; for if it could be Prov'd, that there was but one ſingle Breach 


int, its Plain, there can ba no fuch thing as a divine Commiſion for 


the Miniſtry. 


For the claim of an immediate Call can never be juſtiſied for want 


of thoſe credentials or miraculous Giſts, which the Apoſtles and O- 


thers in their Days had to ſhew for't. And to derive it ftom the Po. 
ple or the Civil Magiſtrzte is a pretence equally Gicundſeſs and Pre- 


any of them had this Power veſted in em; but os the contrary, wa. 


carious 3 it no where appearing either in Sctipture or ne 


find our Saviour and his Apoſtles, St. Paul and Barzabas, Timothy 


and Tila, creating Church Officers without the leaſt intimation of 
even ſo much as their Concurrence therein 3 And it's certain, there - 


were no Chriſtian Magiſtrates during the three fiſt Centuries to lay 
claim to it, nor do's it appear ever fince that they pretended to inveſt 
any Church Miniſter with a proper Character; for tho' we derive out 
Temporalities from the ſavour of our Princes, yet our Spititual Po 


wers ate of a higher Original; and therefore as they were nover Com- 


mitted to em, ſo they cannot poſſibly be convey d by em to Others: 
And tho the People in tha Primitive Ages, had. the power of chuſing 
' theirBiſhops in many places by the Ilndulgence of he Church, yet they 
never pretended to confer upon them, or any other Miniſters thele * 

caliar 


* 


evlier Powers, relating to their reſpoftire Offices, which were alwayT * 
| getrived from Epiſcopal hands, Nar is it of any Weight to object againſt > 
dune necefficy of this continued Suceeſſion. that a breach in the Succeſ« - 
ſion of Temporal Princes do's not deſtroy their divine Commiſſion, for * 
this plain Reaſon, that there is no Rule inſiituted in Scripture for their -* 
Succeſſion, as there is in the caſe of Miniſters, 
Now as it js tequiſite, this Authority of ordaining Miniſters ſhould * 
| be convey'd down in a continued Succeſſion from the Apoltics in order 
| to ſupport the claim ot a divine Right, which both Churchmen and 
| Presbyterian3 are generally agree'd in: So has it been as ſuch undeni- 
a diy ProveJ-to belong to our Biſhops, by whoſe Hands we receive 
| © our Miſſions (or befides its being a conflant Doctrine of the Church 
in all Ages, fi.ce.that of tne Apoſties, that Biſhops alone ſucceeded 
the:Apolties in the Power of Ordination, we have as much Hiſtorica | 
Evidence. for t. as can in-Reaſon be deſit d for any Matter ot Fact of to 
long a continuance . - 

But no Diſſesting Teachers can ever pretend tet; for they cannot 
Name one ſingle Preſhyter that was aliow'd to have this Authority 
. velted in him in any Church in the World, till the Reformation 3 and 
then they generally. pleaded Þ neceſſity for theit Uſurping of it, and 

to this pur poſe its farther Obſervable, that the urmoft they could ever 
offer upen this Head is only a Collection of ſcatter'd Sentences. taken 
chiefly (at leaſt the moſt Pertinent of them) from the Popiſh School- 
men and Canoniſts, living in the dark Ages of the Chuich, who did 
all they could to depreſs and bring down Epilcopacy in order to ad- 
vance the Popes power, with a few inſtanees of irregular Crdinations 
never allow'd of, for ought appears,. except in caſes of Neceſſity 3 
which muſt nceds be a very weak and incompetent Authority to con- 
tront a ſtated and univetial Practice. 

And accordingly, that none of them can lay a juſt claim to this Po- 
wer is the general Opinion, that moit of tac Chriſtian World are a- 
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+ See Mr. P. F. le Courayer's excellent Defence of it. 
T See the Judgment of the ſoreign Reform'd Churches. 
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pree'd in at this very Day: And therefore how eminent ſoever our 
Diſſenting Teachers may be as to their natural Parts and Attainments, 
it is Plain, they can never be allowed ta have a lawful Miſſion, it we 
either regard the unanimous ſenſe and practice of the whole Chriftian 
Church tor aban: fifteen hund:ed Nears, or cf the Generality of 
Chriſtians in the ſucceeding Ages of it; and conſequently yeu can 
never have a well grounded Aſſurance of the Validity of their Admi- 
niſtrations; but on the contrary have juſt grounds to Queſtion, whe- 
ther Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper as Ad miniſtar'd by them are really 
S:eraments or no; nay a ſtrong Frelumption that they are not, tor 
want of a due and valid Commiſſion for the diſpenſing of em. Fer 
its certain, thoſe + Presbyters at or fiance the Refot mation, from whom 
they would be thought to derive it, had not this Power of Ordaining 
Minifiecrs committed to 'em at theirOrdination 5 and therefore could not 
conſer it upon Others; far how can any one give what he is nor poſſeſ. 
ſed of h:mſc't 2 Ard that they had it not in their original Inſtitution, as 
being a diflirct Order trom ſuch as the Apoſtles enttuſted it with, has 
been (It umbly conceive ) clearly made appear in a (mall Tract ſormer- 
ly Publifh'd upon the ſa me Subject, Entituled, 4 ſhore View of the Con. 
 troverſy alest Fpiſcipacy, &c. Whence its Obvious to infer, that if Men. 
regard their everlaſting Salvation, irs much ſater for em to continue 
in the Communion of the Eſtabliſh d Church, than to pact with it tor 
any Diſſentixg Congregation whatloever 

Bcfides, that every Chrititian, as he is a Member of Chiift's Church 
is obliged to hold external Communion, with cht part of it, where 
it can be law{uliy had, in ortjer to the pub.ick Worthip of God and 
the ſolemn proſe ſſion of out Religion, which ate Du: ies in diſpenſab! 
incumbent upon us; ard that this may be jawiully had with the Eſta» 
bli{h'd Church of Ergiend, is publickly own'd in Print as by the Fo. 
> reign, Retormd Churches, loby t tie moſt Learned and knowing of 
our Piſſ-»ters themieſves: Aud this Conceſſion of theirs may be fur- 
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+ See the Ordinals of our Church Vindicated in the forecited excellent Trac, 
+ See the third Edition of it by J. Batley 
4 See Dr. Benner's Abridgment. and Dare! View. 
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ther made appear from their known Practice of repairing Occaſionally 
to our Aſſemblies, and in cafe ſome Parſons ſhould deny this, I dare 
Challenge any one of them to prove one ſinlul term of Communion 
enjoyn'd in't, or that is a Breach of any one command in holy Writ, 

Now admitting the truth of theſe Obſervations, (as it cannot in 
reaſon be Deny'd) it clearly follows, that you cannot Join with any 
ſeparate Congregation without ſinning againſt God, for 1. theraby you 
incur the guilt of caufeleſs Separation, which is the Sia of Schitm that 
we are ſo oiten and fo warmly czution'd apzinit bib in Sci pturfe and 
Antiquity 3 for ſuch is every Separation from a © husch that enjoin's - 
no ſinful terms of Communion, as is own'd by F che moſt Learned 
of your own Writers, eſpecialiy when ſuch as arc eavag'd in't {:t up 
. oppoſite Aſſembiics, ard conſtitute Church Officers without Autho- 
rity or any lawiul Commiſſton, which hope) i may be allow'a to 
ſay, bas been already proved to be the cafe of our DUiſenreys, u herein 
they exceed the Novatizns, Dora'its,. Mtletiins, and other Ancicnc - 
Schiſmaticks, 2. You make a rent in this part of Chriſt's Church in 
breach of your Duty ot promoting beace and Unity therein, Epheſ. 
4. 3. 3- Youviiily and reject thoſe, whom by the Laws of God und 
Man you are obliged to Reſpe & and Adhere to as your lawful Mini- 
ers, Theſe 5. 12, 13. Heb. 13. 17. and thereby violate the Canons, 
contradi the Practice, and ſubvert the Government of the uaivarſal 
Church. Laſtly, You jein with Separiits and partake of their Sin in 
oppoſition of St, Pauls prefling Exhortation of avoiding ſuc5 as cauſe : 
Diw/ors, Rom. 16. 17. : 

Which, bow flagrant and heinous a Sin it is, may be tarther made 
appear from ſeveral other Paſliges in holy Writ, paiticularly, x Cor. 
3. 3. Fade 19. where thoſe that are Guilty ol it are Lied Carnal 
and Senſsal having not the Spirit; and the unanimous ſenſe of An- 
tiquity upon this Head, But fince it is not confiftent with my in- 
tended Brevity, to give you a juſt detail ot the numerous Icltimonies : 
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1 3) 
to be met with to this Purpoſe, I ſhall at preſent only lay elde you 
the two following noted Paſſages, refarting you for tarther SatisfaRi- 


| on to“ Authors that Treat profeſſedly upon this SubjeRt, | 


| g trenens Teflifies, that Schiſm is ſuch a rending ot the Great and 


| * Glorious Body ot Chriſt as makes the gnijt of Schiſmaticks equal to 
g that of Apoſtates from the Faith, who are ſaid to Cracifie to I hem 


Jelves a freſh the Lord of Glory 
And * St. Cyprian declares, that be can no longer bave God for his Fa- 
tber, that has not the Ghurch for his Mot ber, but ii out of the vam · 
. ber of the Faithful; 2nd tho* he thoald Die for the faith, yet ſhould * 
he never be Saved. 

And if Scripture as interpreted by Antiquity thus condemn's your 
Separation; doubtleſs the AF of Toleration, which is but a humane 
Law, can never juſtific i:; and theretore it muſt be highly abſurd and 
unreaſorable to make uſe of this as a Plea in its favour. 

And fo far is your Occafional Conformity from mitigating the Guilt 
of your Separation, that it is a notorious Aggravation of itz for yon 
thereby implicitly Acknowledpe, that yeu are perſuaded you may 
lawſully join in Communion with us, elſe you could never do it with- 
out act ing againſt the dictates oi your Conſcience: And therefore if 

a cauſeleſs Separat ion be ſinful (as is generally allow'd on all Hands) 
tis your maniteſt Duty never to be Guilty of it 3 and conſequently 
ro be conſtant adherents to our Communion, inſtead of Halting be- 


rween two Opinions: For fince you may ſomstimes lawtully Com- 
. mnnicate with us, by parity of Reaſon you may at any other time 
Juſtifie the doing of it; and if ſo, certainly, à due regard to the 
pu blick Peace and Daity of this part of Chriſt's Church, and the 
great Duties of Charity, Moderation and bearing a ſhare in healin; 

the lameutable Brea ches of it, muſt needs be very powerful! Conſide 
' rations ro determine you to a conſtant Communion with it, as ma- 
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-# See Mr, Burſcough and Or. Ben et of Schiſm, with the excellent Anſwer to Mr, 
Ta/enes Hiſtory. of Schiiam. 5 Lib, 4. Cap. 53 and 64. 
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2 niſeſtly 


bo fy ) 
niſe lily outweighing all the inconveniencies that C:n poſlb'y acetue 
from this Ptacxice. 
And therefore ir muſt be cf infinite concern and im porrance to vou 
q ſeriouſly to Weiph and Conſider all that may be at avy time offcr'd 
{ for your Con victien, and endeavour ſincerely ard imfpartially'ro in 
form your ſelf aripht in this momentous Aﬀair. For whatever ſlight 
Notions you may have ol tlic ſin of Sehiſms, yet you mul allox, 
that your Opinicn of things ct a'tcr the Nature of them: Howe 
cyer, ſuppoſ: the gvilt and danger of Schiſm were not ſo prear, as they 
„ate Generally thought to be; or that you were certain you ate not 
liable to thit Charge notwithſtanding the publick and ſyenin De- 
clarations of the moſt lcarned and:picu3 Divines buth at Home an! 
Abroad to the contrary : Yet I have one Particu'ar more to Offer, that 
may deſcrve your ſcriaus Regard and Conſideration ; and that is, how 
you can poffibiy le Entitule ta the: Promiſe made to the Peace- 
Makers, whilſt you Wilfully and Obſtinarely petſiſt in oppoſing 
tboſe Rules hich God requires y cui Cbeliencs to tor the preſerva. 
tion of the Peace and Unity ot his Church, Rem 14 19 Philipp. 
112. 2 i 
Upon the Whole, if theſe hort and p'ain Obſervations prove ſn» 
lid and well grounded, as [ crult they will, and am ready to Retra't 
in caſe the contrary can be made appear With Refſpea to any one 
of them ) I preſume, none but prejuc iced Perſons can be Offzaded 
at them; in regard upon this duppoſition it is as moch a+ cur Souls 
are worth to conceal them; tor if by means of our criminal ſi'ence 
Mes ſhou'd Periſn, we muſt unaycigabiy partake of the Gyile, and 
thereby involve cur ſelvts in their Puniſhment. 
But altet all, whilſt I am thus Exceavouring to convince Men of 
the Danger gfSeparating from the ( cmmunion of their-Pariſh Churches 
that | may not be thought to lay too great a ſtreſs upon the pecu- 
liac Advantsges of our Church Communion 3 | muſt not Omit to 
ind them of another Danger they are <qually Expoled to, owing 
\iſe to a cauſe more Fatal and Pernitious ſtil, v/z. Their im- 
. ba B ; pious 


(to). 


pious 1 immoral Lives, wh: ch, if they do not Reform, tho! they 
profeſs tbemſelves Members of rhe pureſt and beſt conſtituted Church. . 
in the World, ' as I aſfatedly take ours to. be) it can be of no 
avail to em; for it's certain, Wicked and Protane Livers cannot 2 
Saved in any; and therefore I pray GaJ we may all duly. and... 
{criouſly conſider of it. 
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ED 


To Mr, T. B. 


SIR. 
HES E ſhort and plain Obſervitiens baving teen Fritten when ' 
Mrs. W——ds account, who was formerly a reputed Member of 


auf Communion, and one of th: People of my Charge, when Iſisiſter of 
Bodvary, are ſent you in Compliance with your Requeſt /irnified to me 
by Mr. R—c —r, which hayinz Peruſ'd, you are Deſi- 'i to return in 
a few Days, I have no more te add with reſp: to em, but to aſſure you, 
that I propoſe to any Self no other End therein, thin th: bere Satiifa - 
Aim of baving in ſome Meaſure diſcharg'd my Daty upon this emergent 
"Occafion, and that, notwithſt anding our Diverſity of Perſuafions, 


l am Sit, 


Your affectionate Friend and humble Servant. 


Denbigh, Dee, | 
21. 1727. Gr, Jones. > 
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Mr. T. S', anſwer to the Short and Plain Conſicerations, & c 


Maguifie mine Office, and I hope to maintain the fcriptorsl Miſſian ard regu- 
lar Ordination, and conſequently the Qualification ot Pre-: by ters for the work 
of the Miniſtry, as will appear / to an 1mpartial Reader, by the ſequel of ths 
Paper) piimarily by Scripture Quotations and Secondatiſy by the Ackr.ow + 

ledgmenti 2rd Conceſßoas made by ſome of the moſt Learned Writers of the 
Chuich of Eng/and, and beſt acquainted with the Writiug: of ehe Fathers and mode 
of Church Government in Primitive Times, as to the Title of your Paper 
(without Maltilc quies or ciccumguration ) | lay, that the bounds of Pariſh Chute 
ches, are not of Divine lattitution, but are mere humane and prudential Con + 
ſtitutions, therefore | pieſume that Perions of one Pariſh, joining in Communion 


With anotter Parocbhial Conz regation, or any Congregation Afembled ( proving 


it's Authority by Scripture ) for Religious Worſhip, will not in the leaft/ o>ftruct 
or prevent their Etei nal Salvation. For inſtance, Fenuan People joining with Den 


bigb Church, or St. Martin s Pariſhioners joining with St, Dunſt an s, or St. Gregories 
"With Bow, Ce | 


As for the following Paragraphs, I do not think it worth while making any Re- 
fletions upua — ſomethings therein mentioned Prelatiſts and Prexbyterians agree 


in -— other things mentioned are frivolous . The greateſt part of the Paper is 
Palſe; Written either out of Igoorance and una cquaiatedneſs with Seriptute ( which 


is the beſt Antiquity, the Norma and Canon of Truth) the Hiftory of the firit 
Ages of the Church. Or elſe out of « Deſign unfair ( norwitbſtanding pretenrions 
to the contrary, to impoſe upon the credilous Ignorant and ſuch a3 have not read 
Scripture or bumane Hiſtories impartially, or ſuch as have not weighed the Contro- 
verſe wich the Arguments Pro and Con. 

The Paper ( which | juſt read over, | conceive is defigned againſt a Gemlewoman 
who was Educated by her Learned and Pious Father of the Presbyterian pertuafion, 


but left to her Liberty to chooſe for her (elf, and to join with a Proteſtant Congre- 


ation where ever Providence ſhould caft her Lot) which the ſhould beſt Approve 


— and flill (he is and ought to be left to her own Choice. But beſides that } can- 
Judge no other of the DeGgn, than to raiſe Duſt, ftir up Strife, and to canſe needs 
ſeſs Diflentiens, at ſuch a time when the Prudent, Peaceable and moſt ſearned Divines 
oſ the Church of England ſtudy to be Quiet. Beiides, any thing that ſeems Mate- 


rial in the Paper has been toſy'd like a ns Ball, and rho like à Meteor mounted 
| | f I 
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into the Air, has ſoon returned to its Center and Original, and has been unanſwers, 
able, anſwer'd I little expected a Perſon of the Cherecter, for which I always had 
and till have a great Vaſue, io tread in the forbidden and univerſally Exploided 
ſteps of Dodwel, and tho* Learned Fenner, Wells, and Sacheverel and Others of their 
Kilney, 1 judge it rather to be oue duty to preach Jeſus Chriſt, Peace, Unity, Love, 
an to preſs and ſtit up a boly Living to che ſarctifj ing of the Sabbuth, and 1o ſet up 
Family Warſhip, and to ſet our ſelves to: Fxamples. Who dares charge Preibyter fans 
with ſzlle Doctcine: Who dares fit as. ſu ge won the Proteſtant Diſſentets, that 
thro Faith in F-lus Cbriit, an i buliac{sc f iſe they ſhall arrive at Heaven. We be- 
Reve the Scripiutes of G0, and pray for Grace to liveup to the divine Canon. Do 
zou think, thar God will in the Day of ludgment, ſay to a b*liever, thou batt been 
a Preibyterian, and thy Teacher bad no Epiſcopal, Prelatical Ordination, theretore 
be gone ? Fou in your Paper ſay ( totidem verbis, or at leaſt ) in effect, that Sepe 
raids f:om the Church of England (beſure you do not Quibble or frame an Evaſion ) 
cannot be Saved. Now if you exciule from Heaven and Happiuels, Presbyrers that 
haye not Prclatical Ordination, and un church eil ſuch Churches whole Miniſters 


have not Ordination by Biſhops of the Engliſh Species; then poor miſerable infatu- 


ated Proteſtants in France, Holland, Scotland, Gensvs, Switzerland, and many o her 
Places, ' poor Albingenſes Waldenſes, 9c.) your Churches are no true Churches, 
your Miniſters no Miniſters, you would have no Pcelates co Ordain Miniſters for you; 
you might if you would, but you Refuſed them, oh! obſtivate People, how can 
you expect to eſcape. everlaſting Condemnatioa ? This is @ natural Concluſion 
from your Premiſles, is it Separation from a National Eſtabliſhed Church that makes 
Schiſmaticxs ; then what will become of the Freneb Protettants in France, and the 


Prelatical Curaces in Scorland ? tho the laſt are Connived at (what it 1 ſhould (iy 


Tolerated ) yet are they Schilmaricks by parity of reaſon as the Non- Cons in Eng 
land are, But the Great Dagon which mult fall before the Ark, is Prelacy or Epiſco: 
pacy of the Engliſh ſpecies, and the neceſſity of Ordination by a Biſhop or Biſhops 
of that Diſtinction and Denomination, Prezbytertans are for Scrip:ure Epiſcopacy; 
and ſuch as was xnown in the firſt Ages of the Church, But you can never Prove that 
there were Pielates or Dioceſans in thoſe Days. Had you advanced any New No- 
tions, urged any New Arguments, or made any Diſcovery that bas not bezn made 
and Publiſhed, and Anſwered hereto you would have done ſomething ; the Church 
of Englend and the Prezbyterians would have been obliged to you, and Applauded 
you, But to be plain with you my Friend and Neighbour, | am ſorry for your Er- 
tors; and muſt tell you that theſe tew Authors which you have Read upon the Sub. 
je@ have impos'd upon you, and with the like Air you have amind to impoſe upon 
ethers. But great 55 tbe Fruits and it will prevail, Will you ſeriouſly and ſedately 
weigh the following Teſtimonies, and if you be nor prejudicially hardened with a 
Sie vole fie Jules Rat ſreke voluntas, you muit own with me the Ordination by metre 


Prezbyters, without a Prelate, Biſfiop (er a Biſhop of an Rxgliſh Species ( is valid, 


The Scripture Presbyverq have an Inherent power to Ordain, for in Scripture Langnage 
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a Biſhop and Preibyter are one and the fame, not only in Name but Office: Anda | 
Biſhop was nor a Supetior order or Species to chat of a Fresbyter, A 20, 17. the Eb 
ders of Epheſus there, And Biſhops in 28 are the ſame Per ſons; ſee your Greek Teſta 
ment, bitops and Presbyters have the lame quaitications, Tie. 1. $, 6, 7. Pray 
rea1 the Scriptures and conſider Elders in 5 and 7th, Far @ Biſhyp, Ge. Pray what 
| force or Connexinn would the 4potil-s reaſ>ning have, it Elders and Biſhops Were not 
the lame Species and Order? 1 Tim 3 Chapter. | hope you'l allow chat St. Paul, 
there mabei mention of the Species of Church Officers; and there you have but Vi-- 
ſhops and Deacons, Phil. 1, 1. There you have Biſhops (in the Plural Number ) at 
Philippi that were dauut eſi Paſtors of ſinale Congregat on: and nat Prelatic il Dioceſ- 
ſans, Shoul there be any Oiſtinctian between %%% ard Pre byter, the greatett. 
Honour is Conferred upon che Preihyter 1 Tim 5 17 1 Pet. 5.1, 1 where the 
reib geri ate exho-t / d to Feed f or rale as the word in the Original) the Flock and to 
do the work of Bh, i ſee your Grzek Teitamen', taking t be over ſizbt, or Biſhopizing, 
Eifh;p ate no where named in Scripture as Superior to Presbyters, and let us not be wile 
above what is Written, Timxhy was Ordained by the Prezbyecrs, 1 Tim, 4 14. do 
not (ay that Paul was à Prelate or Biſhop. 

Now ihe Conceſſions of your own Epilcopal Divines, and other noted Members of 
3 our Church which I could Name; for (hou!d | name any cthers, you would ſoon 
Trip up their Heels and what they ſay ſrou'd go for nothing. Dr. Lightfoos owns, 
that Paul and Barnabas were ordzin'd by Prechiters, Bp Burnets Vind. of the Chureb 
of Scotland, acknowledges that Ordination by Presbyrers is valid. Aud ſays, that Jg- 
natius, his Bilbop was only the Paſtor of a particulat Chu ch. The Apoſtles were ng 
Buhops, had no Succeſſors as ſuch, end then Kelerved nor the power of Ordination 

to themſelves but join d the Presbyters with them in the Act of O;daining. Sedeel, 
tbat learn'd Wiiter ſays in his Book, Contra. Turr. p.. 570. The Apoſtles as ſuch have 
no Saccefſors, Dr. Barrow Supr. p. 121. Dr. Lightfoot, vol. 1. p. 187. Dr, Fobes 
that learned and moderate Aſſertor of Epiſcopacy lays, that Pre shyters do Ordain, and 
their Ordination is valid, Jren. I. 2, c. 11 p. 153. Dr. Fulk doth the like. Arch-Bi- 
ſhap. Uſher vwn'd Qxdination by Preibyters to be valid, and prov'd it to King Charles 
that Presbyters not only Ordainꝰ Fresby ters but made.Biſhops.. And for proof brings 
the Agi and Alexandrian Cuſtom, and quotes Jerom to Evagrizwus. .. The A. B. 
bighly «pproves of the Scors Ordination by Presbyters, ds Primird. Eccl, Brit p. 798, 
739, Loo, lee alfa his ode! of Chriſt. os the Ancient Waldenſei had their Minitters - 
which were Ordain dy by Presbyters only : and the B:{hop of Sali:bury, calls em tb pn! 
reſt remains of the Primitive briſti ans. Sa deel (a3, that the Diffetence between Bi- 
ſhops and other Miniſteis came in for remedy of Schiſm. Dr. Woitaler (ays the ſame. 
Dr. Seilling fleet Ferm p. 308. lays al! Pcesbyters ſucceeded to the Apoſtles and this he 
proves ont of Cyprian, Fgnerrus, Ferom, Ge. Ot. Field à. Bp. that is fo per ſaltum cam- 
not Ordain, for he Ordams as Prezbyters. Bp. Cranmar; Bilhops ond Ptieſts were 
one. Office, in the beginning of Chriſts Religion, See Dr. Stillingſteet Jren. p. 393. 
By. Burnes-collected patt iſt. p, 228. At the firſt Biſhops and Fresbytem were the 


lame 
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tame. Bp. Jene“ ſays the ſame! My Lord Digby ( tho* Preletiſt) writting to Sir 
Ken. Pigb owns that the Scorch Church comes next to the Form of Government in 
Primitive Times. Dr. Burnee received the Sacramet of the Lozds Supper at the hand! 
of Mr, rurretine, a Cong eational Pattor in Geneva. And had the Dr. ſuſpected the 
Validiry of Turretine's Ordination, would he have join'd with then Ci uch? E. Poll. 
bil. Eſq; A learned Gentleman of the C. urch ot England lays, ins Book of Schemes 
tbat they ate gui:ty of Schiſm that impoſe unceſſiry and unſcrip vil Terms of Com- 
munion, See allo Bp. Hodley's Seta on opon Job 18. 35. he Prorcitant Chur h 
of England in their Provincial Synod 1537, Commanded to Peach ina thrie were 
bur two Orders in the Church, Biſuops and Pjeibytrers, and Deacons or Miitte:s, lee 
Inflicution of « Chriſtian Man Yee the #00k of Cmm on Prayer: Send on upn our 
Prſhops and Curaress Fhe Laws of the Realm lay, there is nothing of Hivige Kipgbe in 
a wilbop but's being a Presbyter. Sir Edward Cook (de Fure Reg. Eccl fol 8 ) makes 
a Biſhop a Crearure of the Government. Being o made by the variable Las of the, 
Land, the Kings Conge de Elire makes tilbop, Never talk of the Toleration ; for no 
Prateſtant Diſſentet makes ule or h. ndle of it, to juſtiſie Se pa ation, they have « bet · 
ter Foundation. and better Reaſons, Laſtly, Ordination in ine greateit part of the 
refotm'd Churches is done by Preibyters; and will you or any Proteſtant unchurch 
them, for not having Ordination by Biſhops, as a diſtinat Orders from C. ſuper ior to 
Ptisbyters ? I could bring you an Army of Witneſſes to prove what I defend, and 
if the Authority of the forementioned he Queſtioned, then the reit will be pack'd 
a way, For, Let the Church have Quietnefs, Peace and.good N.1ghbourbodd . let's give 
our Selves to Preaching, and Praying, and that every Lord“: Day, and each end of 
me Day, and God ſpeed the Work. Let“ (iuly your own Hearts, and the Conditi- 
en of our People, and Rudy Diſcourſes ſuitable to their Conditions. 

Be pleas'd to Return this at your Leiſure to yoar aflur'd Friead, Well. wiſher and 

This I bave Scribled over wirh the greateſt 
Precipitancy, ard have not time to Write it Iſt. Jan. 1717 8, 
fair over, or take a Cupy ol it. 


